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A MESSAGE FROM GEOFF AND LYNICE 

Welcome to the second edition of “Friends of 

Empower”! We hope you find this quarterly 

newsletter informative and inspiring. We 

encourage any suggestions or feedback you may 

have.  

From the start of our journey we have always had 

three requirements when partnering with any 

producer group:  

1. Integrity – The need for honest and ethical 

business practice.  

2. Transparency – Openness and 

accountability, to ensure that funds are used 

for the purpose provided and for the proper 

evaluation of any projects undertaken.  

3. Long term effectiveness – To ensure there is 

long term benefit from the provision of funds, 

rather than just short term relief.  

Overriding all these requirements is our 

commitment to be personal, caring and honouring 

of the girls/women we are supporting. In many 

instances the abuse and exploitation suffered by 

girls has greatly damaged their self-esteem and 

sense of worth. The process of restoration in 

every aspect of their lives is long and involved. It 

is crucial that we personally know the various 

producer groups and that we support and 

encourage them, rather than dictating to them 

what we feel they need. We are well aware that 

we do not have all the answers and that the 

issues are complex. The starting point is to ensure 

that our involvement, even though well 

intentioned, does not actually cause further harm.  

 

We operate through personal contact and 

relationship, to gradually develop mutual trust. 

Over time and via ongoing consultation with the 

various groups, we consider if, and how, we can 

contribute to empower those we are in 

relationship with. It may be as simple as 

committing to purchase products from a producer 

group at fair trade prices on an ongoing basis, 

paying in full when we make an order to assist 

with their cash flow. It may be funding a new 

workshop, or equipment for a business to become 

established or to grow. It may be funding an 

apprenticeship or tertiary training. It may involve 

child sponsorship and the provision of safe 

housing. Our involvement is many and varied – 

but always within the framework of personal 

relationship.  

Geoff and 

Lynice Wigney
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A selection of products from our new 

partners in Pakistan.  

The middle basket is traditionally used by 

Snake Charmers, but will likely find new 

uses here in Australia. 

 

EMPOWER HIGHLIGHTS 

April, May and June 2014 

 Empower’s first paid employee, Sharon Roderick, has just commenced working in our Empower 

retail store every Saturday morning. Sharon’s wages are funded by some generous donors – for 

which we are very grateful.  

 Tom Alexander (an expert in promoting businesses via the Internet) has commenced volunteering 

his services to promote our Facebook page and to increase our online sales. We now have 400 

Facebook ‘likes’. If you are on Facebook and haven’t already, search for the Empower page, give us 

a ‘like’ and encourage your friends to ‘like’ Empower too. 

 A new connection with a group in Pakistan which has led to the delivery of our first order of hand-

woven baskets.  

 Provision of a new water supply at Clear Skies House (see page 5)  

 Provision of $5,500.00 for equipment at Sak Saum’s Brother’s House (see page 3)  

 Donations received by Empower over the financial year ending 30th June 2014 have just exceeded 

$100,000.00. This is an amazing contribution for which we are very thankful. Every cent of these 

funds have (or will) be used for projects funded by Empower.  

 The opportunity to promote Empower and to raise awareness of the issues caused by poverty and a 

lack of value attributed to women by completing “talks” at Advance TAFE, East Gippsland Cancer 

Support Group and Lakes Entrance Baptist Church.  

 A stall at Gippsland Grammar School’s “Girls night in”.  
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New community houses at Sak Saum 

 

INTRODUCING SAK SAUM 

Empower has enjoyed a close relationship with 

Sak Saum since we first met the founders, Eric 

and Ginny Hanson in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, in 

February 2011. Sak Saum (which means “dignity”) 

is a ministry which exists to assist vulnerable and 

exploited people to find freedom, purpose, healing 

and love in their own lives and the lives of their 

families. It offers rescue, rehabilitation and 

restoration to the vulnerable and exploited in 

Cambodia. Through a nurturing and empowering 

program, young women who have been rescued 

from trafficking are restored physically, mentally, 

socially, emotionally and spiritually.  

 

Part of the program is an excellent workshop in 

the Saang district of Cambodia, where the women 

learn to design and sew a variety of products 

including bags, wallets, scarves, jewellery, aprons 

and childrens’ wear to provide financial security. 

The women are encouraged to complete their 

work with excellence and in the process 

experience dignity, respect and a sense of 

achievement. Whenever a young woman is 

introduced into the program a new bag is 

designed and given her name. Inside each bag is 

a label which reads “For Freedom”, which is a 

powerful reminder of what Sak Saum is all about.  

Empower has sold Sak Saum products ever since 

our retail store opened in August 2011and these 

beautifully hand-made products have always been 

very popular with our customers.  

Empower has funded the construction of 2 

Community Houses for Sak Saum, which are 

used for housing and also as places for young 

women to gather together in safety to have fun, 

relax, to encourage each other and to learn life 

skills.  

In January, Sak Saum’s Brother’s House was 

opened, to assist young Cambodian men who 

have experienced drug addiction, gang 

involvement, exploitation and imprisonment. 

These young men learn life skills and vocational 

training in a nurturing environment. Empower has 

just provided Sak Saum with $5,500.00 to 

contribute towards the cost of machinery for use 

in this project.  

 

Sak Saum has been the inspiration for Empower 

to do everything with excellence and we feel 

honoured to partner with them.  
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Some of the Sak Saum girls outside the new 

community houses (below and right) 

 

One of the Sak 

Saum girls sewing in 

the workshop (left) 

 

Some of the Sak Saum girls outside their workshop 

(left) 

 

A selection of 

Sak Saum 

products at the 

Empower retail 

store (below) 

 

PHOTO GALLERY 

 

You can find out more about Sak Saum at their website: www.saksaum.com 

 

http://www.saksaum.com/


 

Page | 5  

The second dormitory, now completed, at 

Clear Skies House  

All 36 children from Clear Skies House with house parents Jan and Nasse 

 

UPDATE ON CLEAR SKIES HOUSE 

Plenty has been happening at Clear Skies House 

(the Children’s Safe House in Northern Thailand 

featured in our last “Friends of Empower” 

newsletter) in the previous three months. The Thai 

builders have rendered and painted the dormitory 

and fence which was constructed in January by a 

building team from Australia in partnership with 

the Thai builders.  

The need to improve the water supply at Clear 

Skies House has been resolved. Empower 

provided funds in the sum of $7,525.00 to enable 

the drilling of a well 92 metres deep and a 3,000 

litre tank on a 9 metre stand. The water supply 

has been connected to the 2 dormitories (showers 

and toilets) and also to the kitchen. The water is of 

an excellent quality and the water pressure is 

brilliant. The well will also enable the dam to be 

filled as required, which will enable fish to be 

farmed on an ongoing basis.  

Now that the second dormitory is in use the 

number of children living at Clear Skies House 

has increased from 25 to 36! This has meant that 

an increase of funding is required to provide the 

various needs for the children. Empower has just 

provided child sponsorship in the sum of 

$5,167.00 for the next 3 months. 
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Pastor Jan standing alongside 

the new fence and front gate at 

Clear Skies House 

 

The 3,000 litre water tank standing 9 

metres above the 92 metre well (above) 

The first time water 

was struck with the 

new well, at a depth 

of 92 metres 

(left) 

 

Great water 

pressure at Clear 

Skies House now! 

(right) 

 

PHOTO GALLERY
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HOW YOU CAN HELP 

If you are interested, there are some ways you can assist us in our vision to “empower the privileged to 

empower the poor”. You could:  

 Purchase products from our retail store at 188 Main 

Street, Bairnsdale 

 Purchase products from our online store at 

www.empower.org.au  

 Donate funds for a specific project or by way of a 

general donation - either in our retail store or online. 

(100% of funds donated are used towards projects)  

 Promote Empower to your family, friends and 

associates  

 Forward this newsletter to those who may be interested 

in Empower  

 “Like” Empower on Facebook and encourage your 

online friends to follow us 

  

  

What is an Empower 

Ambassador? 

Find out in the next issue 

of “Friends of Empower” 

Issue 3 out  

October 2014 

 


